
Mission Statement
It is our goal and mission to provide 
the opportunity for people of all 
ages to increase their understanding 
of the natural environment of 
Northwest Ohio and to interact 
with their fellow inhabitants in a 
sustainable manner.

The Quarry Farm Newsletter is a 
quarterly publication for supporters 
of The Quarry Farm Nature Preserve 
and Conservation Farm, a nonprofit 
organization in Pandora, Ohio.

On the cover: Ottawa Elementary 
students walk the Quarry Farm trails.

All photographs printed in this 
newsletter were taken on  
The Quarry Farm Nature Preserve and 
Conservation Farm.
      
        Printed on recycled paper

Residential SPOTLIGHT:

Wesley
This winter, eight new chickens, four 
roosters and four hens, joined the flock 
that calls The Quarry Farm home. They 
were part of a larger seizure of dogs, 
ponies, horses, pigs and fowl carried 
out by the Allen County Humane Soci-
ety in the middle of what climatologists 
called the Polar Vortex. Suffice it to say 
that the conditions all of the animals 
were in were inadequate. The chickens 
came here skinny and dehydrated and while all bore signs of frostbite, some 
were missing toes and pieces of toes. One, a big white congenial rooster, didn’t 
survive the winter: a consequence, we believe, of both age and injury. So now 
there are seven: Audrey, Too, a red hen who has developed the habit of leaping 
to our shoulders or onto our arms; and two white roosters and three spotted white 
hens who have yet to reveal their names. At present, the individuals in the flock 
total 31, though with Easter on the horizon, that number is likely to rise.
Wesley, who we suspect to be a bantam rooster cross, is the loner of the flock. 
When he first arrived, its was cold and the drifts were high, yet Wesley showed 
no interest in sharing a peaceful existence in the henhouse with the two other 
roosters. Instead, he spent the coldest nights in the paddock shelter with Buddy 
the donkey and Marsh and S’more the Nigerian dwarf goats. Once the nighttime 
temperatures rose out of the teens, Wesley began perching high in a pine tree just 
outside the paddock fence. He kept a wide berth between himself and humans.
Then something changed in Wesley’s bantee mind. Whether he saw that the 
early bird gets the worm, or the feed in the case of the chickens, geese, turkeys 
and duck in The Quarry Farm farm animal sanctuary, Wesley is the first face we 
see outside the front door each morning. He crows and the other roosters answer. 
Maybe it’s the fact that we named him after the dashing hero of “The Princess 
Bride”. He does seem to respond to it. This tiny dandy stays out of arm’s reach, 
but he no longer hides himself away from his caretakers. 

Thank You
• Daryl and Peggy Bridenbaugh for 

donation of bedding straw
• Verhoff’s Carpet Mart for the donation 

of carpet remnants
• Fox Valley Animal Nutrition, Inc., for all 

their efforts in creating the most effective 
milk replacement formulas for orphaned 
and injured wildlife

Look out for spring babies
Somewhere between two and three weeks ago, we went out and brought back our 
first squirrels of the season: fox squirrel pups, three of them. They were tiny, nearly 
hairless and had yet to open their eyes. 
The call about them 
came from a friend in the 
Village of Continental. 
One of her neighbors 
was felling a tree that 
was damaged at some 
point over the winter. 
What came down with 
the tree, sadly, was an 
unnoticed squirrel’s nest 
and the three little beings 
inside it. Efforts were 
made to reunite the pups 
with their mother, but, 
again sadly, that didn’t 
work out. So now they’re 
here in Rowan’s very 
capable hands, getting 
the best that we can 
offer.
Ideally, though, infants 
will grow up with 
their own parents. So, 
without meaning to 
sound preachy, if you’re 
going to do tree work, 
particularly at this time of 
year, give a thought to 
the animals living in the 
tree in question. If you 
can, wait until the little 
ones, whether mammal 
or bird, have grown and 
left the nest.

WISH LIST
The following items are needed for visitor 
trail development and maintenance, 
and educational animal ambassador 
rehabilitation, care and handling. Please call 
419-384-7195 if you can supply anything 
on the list.
• carpet squares
• dry straw for bedding
• paper towels
• Iams Mini Chunk dog food (green bag)
• unsalted peanuts in the shell
• grass hay
• whole apples

An American toad hides in plain sight in the 
preserve’s wetlands.

Wood violet

A cardinal searches for seed against this season’s 
chilling, harsh winds.

Spring Stargazing Walk
Saturday, June 7, 2014 • 8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Lace on your walking shoes and join us for an evening of star gaz-
ing in the quiet calm of the nature preserve. Meet at the Seitz Family 
Pavilion and be guided along the trails for a wide-open astronomical 
display. Cookies and lemonade to follow.
SPECIAL GUEST: Michael Erchenbrecher, earth science instructor 
and winner of College of Wooster’s Excellence in Teaching Award
Preregistration is necessary for this event. Call 419-384-7195 or email 
thequarryfarm@gmail.com with your name, contact information and 
the number of people in your group.
Inclement weather date: Saturday, June 14, 2014.

Search the upland night sky. (Photo courtesy of NASA)

Spring showers paint glowing skies over The Quarry Farm preserve wetlands.

If you happen to find an infant on the ground, do your 
best to reunite the little one and its parents. If it’s a 
mammal, keep an eye on it for up to 24 hours before 
making the choice to take it in. More often than not, 
one of the infant’s parents will rescue the little one. 

With birds, try to work out from which tree the nestling 
might have fallen. If you do, build another nest out of 
an old butter tub or some other suitable container and 
line it with paper towels. Drill holes in the bottom of 
the container to allow rain water to pass through and 
tack it to the tree as high as you can safely place it. 
Then, as with the mammal babies, keep an eye out 
for the bird’s parents. If you don’t see a parent caring 
for the nestling bird, then take it in, keep it warm 
and dry, but do not feed it, and contact a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitation center to make arrangements for 
transport.

WANTED: Eagle Scouts or Girl Scout Gold Award candidates. 
Interested in building a boardwalk, an observation platform or learning about 
organic gardening? Call 419-384-7195 or email thequarryfarm@gmail.com.



Hooded Mergansers and other excitements
Each year for the past decade, we have conducted a bird walk on the preserve as part of the Great American Bird Count 
during the second weekend in February. This count, as well as a year-round bird monitoring program, are conducted through 
a partnership between Cornell University, the Audubon Society and Bird Studies Canada.
Sometimes, as was the case with this past harsh winter when six-foot drifts prevented visitor parking and travel on many of 
the trails, the count was limited to just a couple of pairs of eyes and ears. However, if you choose to look back over the 
results submitted since 2004 at http://gbbc.birdsource.org, you will see our checklist submitted for Pandora, Ohio.
When submitting the 2013 data, we suggested that The Quarry Farm be considered as a birding hotspot. Much to our joy, 
the request was approved and a page describing this new hot spot was added to the Ohio eBird Hot Spot web site at:
http://ohioebirdhotspots.wikispaces.com/Quarry+Farm+Nature+Preserve+and+Conservation+Farm
This web site is best viewed using the Firefox, Chrome, or Safari browser. Several features do not work in Internet Explorer.
Just in time, too. On March 9, two Sandhill Cranes flew over on their way northeast, most likely to Magee Marsh on Lake 
Erie. Then on March 12, an elegant pair of Hooded Mergansers floated downstream on Cranberry Run, survivors of a 
winter during which ice cover on lakes and rivers shut off the food supply of diving ducks.
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You are invited to the very first

Family Day on The Quarry Farm
May 24, 2014
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Pack yourself, your family and friends into the car (or ride 
your bikes) and join us for a day of exploration in the great 
outdoors. Whether you are in the mood for a guided hike 
along the trails, a glimpse at Northwest Ohio’s past, an 
up-close-and-personal visit with an owl or a pot-bellied pig, 
or just want to sit on the porch and sip a beverage, The 
Quarry Farm Nature Preserve and Conservation Farm is 

the place to be on May 24.
Beginning at 1 p.m., three unique experiences will be open to you and 
yours: 
• Local historian and educator Paul Nusbaum will demonstrate 
primitive fire starting techniques. Paul will also present a sampling of his 
“hafted” prehistoric artifacts.
• Diane Myers, director of the Black Swamp Raptor Rehabili-
tation Center, will answer guests questions about Ohio’s birds of prey. 
Some of the center’s feathered residents will be available for photos.
• Laura Coburn, president of the Quarry Farm Board of Di-
rectors and resident master gardener, will be on hand to answers 
questions about the gardens and cabin.

Guided tours of the historic Red Fox Cabin, the nature preserve’s Cranberry 
Run Trail and the farm animal sanctuary will be offered every half hour. 
Your destination for this big day is 1/8 mile north of 14321 Road 7L, Pan-
dora, Ohio. Questions about parking and accesibility may be directed to 
thequarryfarm@gmail.com or by calling 419-384-7195.
Can’t make it? Send us an email and we’ll add you to the newsletter mail-
ing list.


