
Volunteer Brendon Gerdeman, a junior at 
Ottawa-Glandorf High School, works on a  
landscaping project in the gardens at Red  
Fox Cabin.

Mission Statement
It is our goal and mission to provide 
the opportunity for people of all 
ages to increase their understanding 
of the natural environment of 
Northwest Ohio and to interact 
with their fellow inhabitants in a 
sustainable manner.

The Quarry Farm Newsletter is a 
quarterly publication for supporters 
of The Quarry Farm Nature Preserve 
& Conservation Farm, a nonprofit 
organization in Pandora, Ohio.

On the cover: Bluet damselflies
All photographs printed in this newsletter 
were taken on The Quarry Farm Nature 
Preserve & Conservation Farm.

      Printed on recycled paper

Residential SPOTLIGHT:

Jo and Blackie

Creative Summer Events  
at The Quarry Farm
August 9—Make a Lasting Leaf  
10 a.m. to noon 
Material fee: $15.00 
Space is limited to the first ten registrants.

August 17—Watercolor Painting 
10 a.m. to noon 
Material fee: $5.00 
For beginners or as a refresher

Put on an old shirt and pants, things that you don’t 
mind getting a little messy, and join us in the Seitz 
Family Pavilion for one or both of these workshops. 

Preregistration is necessary for both of these events. 
Call 419-384-7195 or email thequarryfarm@gmail.
com with your name, contact information and the 
number of people in your group.

Thank You
• Volunteer Brendon Gerdeman, OGHS 

Junior, for landscaping assistance in 
Red Fox Garden

• Tawa Tree Services and Brad and 
Bonnie Brooks for a donation of mulch

• Volunteers Bonnie and Hannah Brooks 
for spreading mulch in the flower beds 
of Red Fox Gardens

• Volunteer Jonah Seitz for landscaping 
round the Seitz Family Pavilion

• Paula and Roger Harper for a 
monetary donation

• Carol and Phil Elchert for a donation 
of whole apples.

All Under One Big Sky
If you’ve been following the blog at 
www.thequarryfarm.com or even 
watching television or reading local 
newspapers, you’ll know that we’ve 
been popping up on a few radars this 
past spring and summer. Who knew 
there is so much to see here in Putnam 
County? We did, and the word is 
getting out. Here are spring highlights:

April 20 took us up I-75 
into Michigan for the Monroe 
Conservation District Tree Sale. 
Tim Kwiatkowski, good friend 
and conservationist for Michigan 
Agriculture Environmental Assurance 
Program (MAEAP), invited us, 
and an assortment of aquatic 
macroinvertebrates from Cranberry 
Run as well as an opossum that 
matured overwinter here, to be part 
of the Monroe County Earth Day 
celebration that was held alongside 
the tree sale pickup.

May 29—Seven people from Owens Community College, Toledo Campus, drove 
down I-75 and made their way here, despite the Road 7L sign being missing from the 
turn off State Route 12. Jeannie Wiley Wolf, Findlay Courier reporter, almost didn’t find 
us to do an interview for an article that appeared in that newspaper on May 28. The 
students are working to obtain the Urban Agriculture and Sustainability Certificate, a 
new offering at Owens. 

June 6—Tour of 90 individuals, mostly K-8 graders, from Columbus Grove 
Local Schools’ after-school summer program. Diane Myer of Black Swamp Raptor 
Rehabilitation Center, Stacey Cook of Hometown Station WLIO, Nancy Kline of the 
Voice and Alex Woodring of the Putnam County Sentinel covered the event. 
May12—The ”first really good time walking through the woods taking photos of pretty 
things” Spring Wildflower Photo Shoot and Sketch Walk resulted in a good list of the 
showiest wildflowers that Northwest Ohio has to offer in May. At least those that we 
could identify. 
 
June 15—We had the opportunity to take our show on the road to Toledo Botanical 
Garden as part of Nature’s Nursery’s Walk for Wildlife. We presented Small Streams 
aquatic insects near a newly restored tributary stream of Swan Creek. WISH LIST

The following items are needed for visitor 
trail development and maintenance, 
and educational animal ambassador 
rehabilitation, care and handling. Please call 
419-384-7195 if you can supply anything 
on the list.
• unsalted peanuts in the shell
• paper towels
• Iams Mini Chunk dog food (green bag)
• Sow and Hog Chow
• avian netting
• grass hay
• carpet squares

Erin Seitz holds a foster Virginia opossum.

Crows. By those who study animal 
intelligence, they are widely considered 
the most intelligent of birds. They aren’t 
simply tool users, but meta-tool users, 
designing tools by which they can get a 
tool to accomplish a task. They raise their 
young in multigenerational family groups, 
teach specific lessons to their young who, 
in turn, teach their own offspring these 
self-same lessons, communally avoid areas 
of known danger and may even use the 
same insecticide (formic acid deliberately 
obtained from the crushed bodies of ants) 
they use to rid themselves of lice and other 
pests to attain a state of inebriation.
That’s right. Crows may get loopy on ant 
juice.
The two that live here are Blackie and Jo.  
Both came to us through Nature’s Nursery  
Center for Wildlife Rehabilitation and Conservation Education. Blackie first and then 
Jo. Over that time, a day hasn’t passed that one or the other of the two hasn’t done 
something noteworthy, engaged in behavior that wasn’t worthy of mention.
It is this same intelligence and need to be part of a flock that got both corvids here. 
Blackie was found in the middle of Oak Openings, on the ground and unafraid. 
The bird may have suffered a head wound that left her disabled. She is not a good 
flyer so there was no release in her future. Well-meaning people raised Jo with the 
intention of releasing her into the wild. In th meantime, they taught her to ride on 
their dog. Obviously this is not a survival skill for wild birds. 
Blackie is content to be in quiet, such is the state of her mind. She defends Jo when 
Jo has her talons clipped, but otherwise Blackie likes to be left alone. Jo is quite a 
character who needs lots of toys and windows to keep her fierce intelligence occupied. 
She owns a little red rubber chicken that she waves at the hens outside her window. An 
outdoor aviary is planned for 2014, one that will allow them both more safe flight time. 

Make a Lasting Leaf  
workshop, 2012

Jo the crow watches chickens.

Please join us for The Quarry Farm 

Open House 2013
Date and time:  Saturday, August 17,  
  1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where:  Red Fox Cabin, between 14051  
 and 14321 Road 7L, Pandora
Bring your family for refreshments as we fill you 
in on what we’ve been up to and where we are 
headed. Guided trail walks will be held at 2:00 
p.m. and 3:00 p.m. Can’t make it? Send us an 
email at thequarryfarm@gmail.com and we’ll add 
you to the newsletter mailing list.



Summertime in Red Fox Garden
It’s midsummer in the gardens around Red Fox Cabin on the Quarry 
Farm, and most of the flower beds and vegetables are flourishing, hav-
ing been mulched (thanks largely to wonderful volunteers) and liberated 
for the moment from invasive quack grass, ground ivy, etc.  
Several flowers planted especially for butterflies (and for me because 
I love flowers)—coneflowers, zinnias, garden phlox, Joe Pye weed, 
cleome, and others—are at their colorful, enticing peak .  A bed of 
giant dill, a host for Black Swallowtails, is waving invitingly in the 
breeze.  Two luxuriant Dutchman’s pipe vines, which host the Pipevine 
Swallowtail, stand waiting on their trellises.  Tall sedums, favorite nectar 
plants for all sorts of butterflies and other insects, are still developing but 
should be swarming with diners when the flowers mature in late August.  
The butterfly banquet in this garden has never been more lavish.  Now, 
WHERE ARE THE BUTTERFLIES?
At this time of the year, we would normally (if there is a norm these days) 
be seeing Black Swallowtails, Tiger Swallowtails, Fritillaries, Anglewings, 
Buckeyes, Painted Ladies, Red-Spotted Purples, and other larger species 
in numbers.  This summer though, if they’ve appeared at all, they’ve been 
spotted wandering through occasionally.  Granted, populations do fluctuate 
by species from year to year, and butterflies in general are threatened in 
many ways and steadily shrinking in numbers.  Pesticide applications in the 
surrounding area, heavy rains, spells of intense heat, the ripening of food 
plants being out of sync with the butterflies’ arrival, and problems along their 
migratory routes are just some of the factors that could be responsible for our 
alarming scarcity of butterflies.

Despite the aforesaid 
disappointment, 
there have been 
some heartening 
sightings this sum-
mer.  Recently, I 
spotted a Monarch dipping into the milkweed patch. Can feeding larvae 
be far behind?  Giant Swallowtails have been swooping around their 
favorite trees and flowers for the past two weeks.  Red Admirals, Painted 
Ladies, Hackberry Emperors, the ever present Cabbage White, tiny Sum-
mer Azures, and numerous Skippers, too small to identify with the naked 
eye, have been spotted in numbers at some time or other.  In a few weeks, 
Dale Nienberg, a Putnam County Master Gardener, will be visiting the 
garden to release adult Monarchs that he has raised all the way from the 
larval stage, an uncommon feat.
And the most exciting en-
counter of all:  Last Satur-
day evening around 

midnight while enjoying a cool breeze on my deck, I spotted an Impe-
rial Moth clinging to the screen door.  Not having seen any for 
years, we had all but given up on silk moths and other larger 
species, but suddenly there was this beauty two feet away.  
A few minutes later, another Imperial came flapping up 
(actual audible flapping), and, disturbed perhaps by my 
maneuvers to shoot a close-up, the two disappeared 
together into the night.  A field guide says the Imperial 
Moth may be endangered in populated areas of the 
East.  It typically is attracted to lighted windows and 
can stay put for twenty-four hours, making it easy prey 
for birds and other predators.  I hope my two visitors 
made it to a safe haven.
    —The Gardener at The Quarry Farm
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