
Mission Statement
It is our goal and mission to provide 
the opportunity for people of all 
ages to increase their understanding 
of the natural environment of 
Northwest Ohio and to interact 
with their fellow inhabitants in a 
sustainable manner.

The Quarry Farm Newsletter is a 
quarterly publication for supporters 
of The Quarry Farm Nature Preserve 
& Conservation Farm, a nonprofit 
organization in Pandora, Ohio.

On the cover: Wild turkeys
All photographs printed in this newsletter 
were taken on The Quarry Farm Nature 
Preserve & Conservation Farm.

      Printed on recycled paper

Residential SPOTLIGHT:

Incoming! Thank You
• Mary K. Mack for monetary donation
• Barbara Fensler for monetary 

donation
• Dooryard Garden Club for donation 

of money, feed, carpet squares, and 
towels

• Verhoff’s Carpet Mart for the donation 
of carpet remnants

Fall 2013 events at The Quarry Farm
There were two events scheduled to take 
place on The Quarry Farm Nature Preserve 
& Conservation Farm this past fall. The Pre-
winter Photo Walk and the Holiday Open 
House were both on the calendar for Dec. 
14. Like so many other Midwest events, we 
were, winded, snowed and frozen out.
Still, the fire was lit in the cabin and hot 
chocolate was on. As the roads in Putnam 
County were snowy and icy, we knew we 
weren’t likely to have any visitors, so we 
toasted our toes and took a few photos to 
share. Hope to see you at the Star Gazing.

Winter’s Hunger Moon
It is the time of the Hunger Moon. Some 
Native Americans called February’s full 
moon the Hunger Moon because, typically, 
more snow fell then and hunting became 
more difficult. This year, for the creatures trying to survive on the Quarry Farm Nature 
Preserve & Conservation Farm in snow, bitter cold, and fierce winds, the Hunger 
Moon has come early.
Out on my deck birds are competing frantically for oil seeds and suet. A few starlings 
squabble at the suet feeder, trying to drive off the woodpeckers and chickadees. 
When the starlings take a break, waiting birds dart in and out and, if they are quick 
enough, fly off with chunks of nourishing white fat. Titmice, white-breasted and red-
breasted nuthatches, snowbirds (juncos), jays, doves, house finches and gold finches 
in winter dress vie fiercely for oil seeds. A few birds forage for weed seeds out on the 
preserve, but the supply is nearly depleted.
Out in the woods on the other side of Cranberry Run, a small herd of lean and hungry 
deer moves slowly through nearly every day, following a circuit around the Quarry 

Farm. They nibble on clumps of 
brown grass sticking out of the 
snow, hawthorn apples, berries, 
wild rosehips, and any other 
edible morsels still clinging to 
winter branches. Later when the 
snowdrifts down in the garden at 
Red Fox Cabin melt away, I may 
find that they’ve also munched 
on rose bushes and other 
ornamentals, but if they leave 
enough viable growth, I won’t 
begrudge them any food that 
enables them to survive in this 
bitterest of winters.
Lefty the Jack Russel, my reliable 
wildlife spotter, alerts me often 
to black, gray, and fox squirrels 
dashing about in the woods. Of 
all the Quarry Farm natives, they 
probably have the most plentiful 
food supply, enough to survive 
for several winters if they can just 
remember where they’ve hidden 
their stashes of black walnuts, 
which abound here. 
See HUNGER MOON on back page 

WISH LIST
The following items are needed for visitor 
trail development and maintenance, 
and educational animal ambassador 
rehabilitation, care and handling. Please call 
419-384-7195 if you can supply anything 
on the list.
• carpet squares
• dry straw for bedding
• paper towels
• Iams Mini Chunk dog food (green bag)
• unsalted peanuts in the shell
• grass hay
• whole apples

Louise the African goose inspects the first 
snowfall. Louise and Gigi the Emden goose 
were abandoned at Van Buren State Park 
and now live in The Quarry Farm farm ani-
mal sanctuary.

Take a walk along the trails of the Quarry Farm Nature Preserve & Conservation Farm 
and you will see Tracks. If you are quiet enough and the wind is not blowing your 
scent toward the animals and birds that live there, you may see fox, fox and gray 
squirrels, wild turkeys, white-tailed deer, all manner of birds, depending on the season, 
including bald eagles. In other words, you will catch a glimpse of more than tracks if 
those making the prints don’t see or smell you first.
But tour the farm animal sanctuary and you will see and in some cases meet animals 
and birds who make their home here because they were abandoned by people, or 
their people just couldn’t take care of them anymore due to that human’s ill health, job 
loss or some other life-altering crisis.
But in some cases, the animal has arrived here due to abuse, even cruel negligence. 
Such is the case of several animals that will be arriving here this winter and early 
spring. We have been asked to take in some animals and birds who are the apparent 
victims of a well-publicized case. 
Many animals are in need in this case, but we never wish to take in more animals 
here than we are able to provide for and give enough love and comfort to through our 
own board’s time and through the generous hours and items donated by others.
However, by the time you receive this newsletter, we will already be fostering some of 
them as the legal battle ensues. Rather than highlighting a current resident in this space 
in the newsletter, we make a special appeal to anyone out there who is proficient 
at construction, as the Quarry Farm Nature Preserve & Conservation Farm is in the 
process of building additional shelters to house new arrivals, as well as additional 
feed and bedding. In the past two years, volunteers have donated their time and 
materials to make the pavilion and storage shed happen. So for 2014...

Let the barn-raising begin
Donations of the following are needed as soon as possible:
• treated lumber
• galvanized steel roofing
• doors
• goat fencing 
• 4 x 4 fence posts
• construction skills—if you are good with a hammer, we need you!
Please call 419-384-7195 or email.thequarryfarm@gmail.com with interest. Thank 
you for your consideration. This would make a great Eagle Scout project.

Gertie snuggles her nine-year-old pot-bellied self 
into one of the blankets donated during the summer.

A cardinal searches for seed against this season’s 
chilling, harsh winds.

Winter Stargazing Walk
Saturday, February 29, 2014 • 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Lace on your walking shoes and join us for an evening of star gaz-
ing in the quiet calm of the nature preserve. Meet at the Seitz Family 
Pavilion and be guided along the trails for a wide-open astronomical 
display. Campfire and hot chocolate to follow!
SPECIAL GUEST: Michael Erchenbrecher, earth science instructor 
and winner of College of Wooster’s Excellence in Teaching Award
Preregistration is necessary for this event. Call 419-384-7195 or email 
thequarryfarm@gmail.com with your name, contact information and 
the number of people in your group.
Inclement weather date: Saturday, March 8, 2014. Visitors search the night sky during the January 

2013 Stargazing Walk.
Buddy sheds his blankets in the sunshine after this winter’s 
deepest freeze, thus far.



Hunger Moon continued
However, like humans gravitating to fast food eateries, they seize 
opportunities to cross a frozen Cranberry Run and pilfer oil seeds from the 
feeder. 
Early in January before the creek froze tight, in the first of two water bird 
encounters, a Great Blue Heron suddenly flew up from Cranberry Run, most 
likely startled away from an attempt to fish. Now that the stream and Riley 
Creek further down are iced over, I wonder what it is finding to feed on in 
the ice and snow. 
Late in December after the cold had settled in but before heavy snows, I 
stepped out the door to hear a chorus of yodeling, chortling cries overhead. 
I looked up to see, sweeping low across the sky, a large flock of Sandhill 
Cranes, flying southeast in two giant V-formations. They must have heard 
forecasts for the impending polar vortex and, ignoring my silent invitation to 
stop and stay awhile, were speeding toward more hospitable southern fields 
and marshes. 
Down the road in the garden and farmyard, there are signs of the littlest 
creatures trying to survive the winter. During the brief thaw in late December, 
pyramids of mud at least six inches tall popped up in patches laid bare by 
melting snow, along with the tell-tale tunneling of moles searching for grubs. 
I don’t know whether to thank the moles for aerating the soil and killing 
destructive larvae, or cut back their food supply by ordering several cans of 
Milky Spore, a long-term grub fighter, to spread around the lawn this spring.
After our first big snowfall, perfect dollar-sized holes appeared here and 
there in drifts, perhaps air vents and/or escape passages for mice. The 
lank, snow-filled grass in the back field is surely laced now with field and 

deer mouse tunnels, where they scurry about foraging 
for seeds and hiding from preying raptors. We’ll have 
to wait awhile to check on this area, as the Christmas 
week flood tilted our footbridge and made for a risky 
crossing over Cranberry Run.
Brush piles for small animal cover dot the Quarry Farm. 
When the dogs pass one of these, they invariably go 
on alert and dive toward a slight opening at the base. 
Every tensed muscle says, Rabbit!, or groundhog or 
some other small creature burrowed in the depths. The 
little animals in hiding rarely have anything to fear from 
the dogs, however, and it pleases us to know they have 
this means of survival.
Behind the farm animal sanctuary, a flock of about ten 
wild turkeys that shelter back in the woods has been 
spotted feeding along the banks of Cranberry Run, 
hopping up and down to grab seeds and berries off 
plants and bushes. As for the other wild birds, this food 
supply is likely to be depleted before spring.
This winter, as we humans cope with propane 
shortages, shoveling and more shoveling, dangerous 
cold, hazardous roads, and harrowing drives to and 
from work, it is even easier than usual to feel kinship 
with animals that find sanctuary on the Quarry Farm, 
as they fight for survival with direr challenges than ours 
during a Hunger Moon that threatens to last until spring.
—The Gardener at The Quarry Farm
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2nd Annual Great Backyard Bird Count  
on The Quarry Farm, 
Feb. 15, 10 a.m. to noon
Meet in Seitz Family Pavilion,  
Road 7L, northwest of Pandora  
(1/8 mile north of  
14321 Road 7L)


