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Donations to The Quarry Farm Nature Preserve & Conservation Farm, a 501(c)3 
public charity, are tax-deductible.

Run or walk The Quarry Farm 5K on October 1

Spring 2016 Family Day

Register securely at: www.active.com/pandora-oh/
running/the-quarry-farm-5k-2016 

Looking for a healthy 
way to enjoy the 
beautiful beginning of 
fall while the warmth of 
summer is still with us? 
Register for The Quarry 
Farm 5K!
The Quarry Farm 5K 
inaugural race will 
consist of two events:  
The Virtual 5K and an 
Onsite 5K. The Virtual 
5k is to be done at your 
own location and pace.

The Onsite Quarry Farm 5K is an easy (just two sloping hills!) 
out-and-back rural course that takes participants past a 
historic bridge, two scenic creeks to a rest halfway and back 
to the finish line at Red Fox Cabin. The course is a one lane 
paved rural road with one hill down and up at the halfway 
point. Water will be available at every half-mile, with a 
restroom at the halfway point.
All 5K proceeds further the goal and mission of The Quarry 
Farm Nature Preserve & Conservation Farm. Participation 
enables you to help support the work that we do by:
• Making it possible for the sanctuary animals, many of whom 
began their lives in fear and neglect, to reside here in peace 
with proper shelter.
• Providing species-specific food and bedding for sanctuary 
farm animals and fostered wildlife.
• Maintaining the nature preserve trails and controlling 
invasive plant species on the preserve and in the Red Fox 
Cabin gardens.
• Helping us to provide quality educational programming in 
science, the arts, Ohio history and critical thinking.
• Contributing to the development and installation of 
interpretive signage.

Board of  Directors:
Laura Coburn, President
Paul Nusbaum
Rita Seitz
Tim Macke
Phyllis Macke
Kevin Siefker
Alaina Brinkman Siefker

Advisory Board Member
Mark Galimore
Bonnie Brooks

Questions? 
Call 419-384-7195, visit www.
thequarryfarm.org, or email 
thequarryfarm@gmail. Don’t 
forget to share The Quarry 
Farm on Facebook for updates.

Event details and schedule
The Virtual 5k Event:   
June 17 – October 1
The Virtual 5k event can be completed at any 
location.  By signing up for this event, you are 
committing to run a 5k at your own pace in support 
of The Quarry Farm.  You will receive your race 
medal and t-shirt by mail at the address you provide 
during registration.  

The Quarry Farm 5k Onsite Event: 
Saturday, October 1
Parking and run/walk start: The Quarry Farm, 
14321 Rd. 7L, Pandora, OH 45877
Check-in: 
8:45 to 9:30 a.m. at the Seitz Pavilion; please 
present ID to receive participation packet
Run/walk begins at 10 a.m. (line-up at 9:50 a.m.)
The race will be held rain or shine, so please dress 
appropriately and wear layers if necessary.

Thanks to Kohls Finer Foods, Inc., Ted’s Market 
and SoftPro for sponsoring The Quarry Farm 5K.

Scan this QR code with your 
mobile device to see this event 
on The Quarry Farm’s Face-
book page and register at the 
link provided.

Thank you for your support!



Residential SPOTLIGHT:

Sophie
Sophie the pot-bellied pig had her 
first road trip as an educational 
ambassador for The Quarry Farm, 
and this happened as a result of a 
choice she made on May 13 when 
the entire third grade class from 
Pandora-Gilboa Schools joined us 
for a field trip. 

The students and their teachers 
and chaperones rotated through 
stations, including a visit to the 
farm animal sanctuary. As we 
always tell visitors, once inside the gate, humans will have the opportunity to meet 
the sanctuary residents, but only those residents who choose to walk down the path 
for a face-to-face encounter. While it’s almost a guarantee that the bronze turkeys 
will show up, as well as at least one of the donkeys and a goat, the pigs are a little 
more unpredictable, often because of their history prior to coming through our gate.

In Sophie’s case, beatings, poor diet and exposure left scars that have left her much 
older than what we think are her actual years. So it was a wonderful surprise when 
she chose to join the second group of students during their visit. She even stayed 
close, allowing the third rotation to pet her softly on the forehead.

Because of Sophie’s decision to trust in the kindness of strangers, we took her 
on an hour-long car ride north for a program at Sauder Village in Archbold. While 
19th-century reenactors read “If You Give a Pig a Pancake”, Sophie charmed 
young visitors and their families outside a log cabin in the Little Pioneer Village. 
Marshmallow the Nigerian Dwarf goat went along for the ride, too, but he’s an old 
hand at programs and conducted himself in his usual sweetly-mellow manner.

Mission Statement
It is our goal and mission to provide 
the opportunity for people of all ages 
to increase their understanding of 
the natural environment of Northwest 
Ohio and to interact with their fellow 
inhabitants in a sustainable manner.

The Quarry Farm Newsletter is a
quarterly publication for supporters
of  The Quarry Farm Nature Preserve
& Conservation Farm, a nonprofit
organization in Pandora, Ohio.

On the cover: A sycamore (one of  several) 
towers over the floodplain around the quarry.

All photographs printed in this newsletter 
were taken on The Quarry Farm Nature 
Preserve & Conservation Farm.

www.thequarryfarm.org
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Thank you...
… to Sandy and Doug Downing for 
monetary donations
… to Tim and Phyllis Macke and Holly 
Huber for Master Gardener expertise in 
the gardens
... to Progress Thru Parenthood CCL for 
the monetary donation
… to Wendy Montgomery and visiting 
parents for the monetary donation
… to Julie and Zoe Dietsch for helping 
with programming
… to Joyce Brown for the monetary 
donation
… to Laura Zitzelberger for the monetary 
donation
... to Jody White for the monetary 
donation
... to Erin Seitz Fitch for organizing The 
Quarry Farm 5K (see back page)

… to Emma Metty, The Quarry 
Farm’s Spring 2016 intern. Emma 
made a break in the invasive bush 
honeysuckle’s hold in the nature 
preserve. Visit www.thequarryfarm.
org to view some of the wonderful 
photos that Emma captured here 
from April into June. (Thanks also to 
Antioch College for this cooperative 
opportunity.)

All Under One Big Sky
The outdoor temperature dropped a good 30 degrees from one 
day to the next in April, from steamy shorts-and-tanks weather to 
jacket-required. The cooler air made for good gardening weather. 
The Putnam County Master Gardeners chose to support The 
Quarry Farm and, as Tim and Phyllis Macke and Holly Huber are 
all part of this program, they offered their services to help get 
the grounds looking good for the April 30 Family Day. The rain 
meant that the birds from Black Swamp Raptor Rehab couldn’t stay. T-shirts weren’t 
painted since the rain would keep them wet. But cars still arrived on Road 7L.
Anyone driving by on May 12 saw two humans trimming honeysuckle trunks of 
branches and stems, all soaked and getting wetter by the moment. The geese 
weren’t bothered, but pigs, goats and donkeys watched the proceedings from under 
dry roofs. By 9 p.m., it was dark and we had 45 honeysuckle stems ready to become 
hiking sticks on Friday morning at the hands of the Pandora-Gilboa Elementary 
School’s Third Grade as taught by Mrs. Arthur and Mrs. Henry.
A week later, we hosted two full days of spring fields trips with over 170 people 
painting lasting leaf t-shirts, getting up close with macroinvertebrates, and meeting 
a six-spotted tiger beetle (above right), pot-
bellies and turkeys.
Thursday morning, May 19, preschoolers and 
parents from the Pandora area hiked around 
the Red Fox gardens to select interesting 
leaves. With a little help from the adults, 
the children arranged dandelion, violet and 
burdock on their white shirts and spritzed 
paint around the greens. 
The next day, third graders from Chamberlin 
Hill Intermediate School in Findlay arrived on 
Friday in two shifts. The first 70-some got off 
the bus around 10 a.m., made their shirts 
(using all new spray bottles) and hung their 
finished wearable art in the bushes and trees 
before splitting into two groups at the north 
gate. Half went through the gate to meet the 
farm animals, the other to see dragonflies, 
damselflies, crayfish and the amazing 
boneless swimming acrobatics of fish leeches.

WISH LIST
The following items are needed for 
garden and visitor trail development and 
maintenance, and educational animal 
ambassador rehabilitation, care and 
handling. Please call 419-384-7195 if 
you can supply anything on the list.
• unsalted tree nuts in the shell (acorns, 

almonds, hazelnuts)
• grass hay
• tree loppers
• volunteers with green thumbs

A Blanchard’s cricket frog, a little larger than 
actual size (0.6 and 1.5 inches)

Hilty Home residents viewed Red Fox Cabin from their hayride in September.

Chamberlin Hill Intermediate School students 
admire a fish leech.

Summer 2016 Events
Family Day
Saturday, June 25, 1 to 3:30 p.m.
Begins in Seitz Family Pavilion, 1/8 mile north of 14321 Road 7L, Pandora 
Bring yourself, friends and family for an afternoon of fun in the gardens, woods 
and wetlands. Make your very own lasting leaf t-shirt, watch a demonstration of 
how to make a cement and fabric pot or make a walking staff and take it with 
you along the trails to count butterflies, Blanchard’s cricket frogs, see visiting 
birds from Black Swamp Raptor Rehab as well as residents of the farm animal 
sanctuary. Admission to the event is free; tax-deductible donations are welcome.

Drawing and Watercolor Workshop
Saturday, August 20, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Using charcoal and natural plant dyes, you will create an original work of art. 
Cost: $10, due day of workshop.
Preregister by emailing thequarryfarm@gmail.com. 

3rd Annual Quarry Farm Jam
Saturday, September 10, 6 to 10 p.m.
Seitz Family Pavilion, 1/8 mile north of 14321 Road 7L, Pandora
Whether you play an instrument like a virtuoso or just like to pretend, sing along 
or listen, spend a sweet late summer evening with music under the big red roof 
alongside the calls from the nature preserve. There will be cookies, too.

Emma photographed this freshwater mollusk, 
as well as frogs, fish and turtles, in and around 
Cranberry Run

Sophie and Jamie Napolski, Assistant Curator of 
Education & Special Events for Sauder Village

Pandora-Gilboa third grade students prepare for a hike with the aid of walking sticks they made from 
repurposed bush honeysuckle.


